Scoil Na Croise Naofa

Geashill N.S.

Geashill

  Co Offaly

School Self-Evaluation Report

Evaluation Period: September 2012 to May 2013

Report issue date: 11 June 2013

School Self-Evaluation Report
1. Introduction

1.1. The focus of the evaluation

A school self- evaluation of teaching and learning in Geashill N.S. was undertaken during the school year 2012/13.  During the evaluation teaching and learning in the following curriculum areas were evaluated:

· Literacy          The writing Process

                   This self-evaluation included a review of teachers’ practice and   

                   learning outcomes as well as parent and pupil questionnaires.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


1.2
School Context


Geashill School is a mainstream, co-educational primary school 


under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin.  

It is situated in Geashill, a small community between Tullamore and 

Portarlington. Currently the school has four mainstream class 


teachers, one Learning Support teacher, a teacher for the special 

class for deaf pupils and a part time resource teacher.  There are 

107 children on roll.
2. 
The Findings

In the Whole School Evaluation Report 2011 the following was included on writing:
 “Pupil’s skills as emergent writers are carefully nurtured at infant level.  Throughout the school they receive varied opportunities to write in different genres and across all curricular areas”

Since then the school has built on this. 
· Samples of pupils’ free writing were analysed in September 2012. It was apparent that improvements could be made in sentence structure, format, syntax, punctuation and grammar.
· A two year cycle of work has been developed to specifically teach the writing genres in a more methodical and structured way.

Year 1   
Recount

                      Explanation

                     Procedural

                                               Year 2         Narrative
                                                                  Report
                                                                  Persuasive

· A whole school approach has been adopted by teachers in their planning of writing classes.
· These specific writing classes are taught at a common time throughout the school.
· Teachers employ a variety of approaches in the teaching of writing. These include modelling of writing genres where the writing skills are explicitly taught, guided writing, shared writing, independent construction, group work as well as whole class teaching.  Teachers collaborate well by sharing their approaches and experiences with each other. 
· Pupil responses indicate that teachers could increase the emphasis on writing in groups and in pairs

· Teachers reported that during class children are engaged in the writing process.  Survey responses indicate that a majority of children like to write.  Only 2% responded that they do no writing outside of school work.

· Learning environments are bright, stimulating and print-rich.

· An extra emphasis has been placed on displaying children’s written work in classrooms and throughout the school.

· All parents surveyed agreed that writing is an important part of their children’s learning while 96% agreed that the school is helping their children progress in writing.

· In pupil questionnaires the vast majority of children surveyed said that writing is important to them while almost 100% of children responded that their writing was put on display.

3. 
Progress made on previously identified improvement 
targets

· 
A whole school approach to assessment has been developed 
in Maths and English.
· 
The role of parents has been broadened to include 
involvement in policy formation.
· 
An agreed report of Board of Management meetings is 
published to the school community.
The above were recommendations from our WSE Report 2011.  

4. 
Summary of school self-evaluation findings
4.1 
Our school has strengths in the following areas:

· Pupils, parents and teachers see writing as an important part of the curriculum.

· The teaching of writing is very good.
· The children are motivated and engaged in the writing process and in most cases produce written work of a high standard.

· The children’s written work is valued and displayed throughout the school. 
        4.2 
The following areas are prioritised for improvement:
· To increase the opportunities given to children to write collaboratively in pairs and groups.

· Continue to source samples of each writing genre suitable for each class level.

· Provide professional development for teachers to aid the teaching of the writing process.

        4.3 
The following legislative and regulatory requirements need to be 

                   
addressed:

· A policy on Parents as Partners needs to be developed in the next year
· A policy on Public Service Agreement re: Special Needs Assistants needs to be developed in the next year.
This was agreed by The Board of Management at a meeting held on Monday 10th June 2013.
Ratified by: _____________________ 

Date:_______________
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Board of Management
